
Vacations, Holidays & Leave


Vacations, Holidays & Leave are officially sanctioned and paid days where a worker is free from going in to work. In America vacations are days taken privately off from work (German: Ferientage); holidays (or bank holidays or public holidays) are days when workers throughout the country are freed from work (German: Feiertage). In the UK, vacations are called holidays and holidays are called public (or bank) holidays. Leave is officially excused days from work. Leave can be paid or unpaid. Non-bank holidays do not result in a paid day off from work.
It is interesting to note that America, generally thought of, in Europe, as an overly religious country, celebrates only one religious based, public holiday, Christmas. Secular Europe, on the other hand, has primarily religious based, public holidays.

“Holidays”

American National Bank and Non-bank Holidays:

January 1
New Years Day

Third Monday in January
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday (January 15)

February 2
Groundhog Day (Actually this is a non-Holiday, traditionally if Punxsutawney Phil [a groundhog] sees his shadow it means six more weeks of winter. Punxsutawney is the Indian name for the area [ponksad-uteney], sandfly city).

February 12
Valentine’s Day

Third Monday in February
Presidents Day (Washington’s Birthday February 22, Lincoln’s Birthday February 12)


Mardi Gras (“Fat Tuesday” German: Fasching, the day before Ash Wednesday)


Ash Wednesday (the beginning of Lent, forty days before Easter)
March 17
St. Patrick’s Day 

see Easter
Palm Sunday (Sunday before Easter)

see Easter
Good Friday (Friday before Easter)

March 22 – April 25
Easter (the first Sunday after the Paschal Full Moon - the first full moon after the fixed date for the northern hemisphere’s Vernal Equinox [March 21 – fixed in 325 A.D. by Church Astronomers]. This means if March 21 is the Paschal Full Moon and a Saturday, Easter is March 22. If March 20 is a Full Moon, then the next possible Paschal Full Moon is April 18. If this date is a Sunday, Easter is April 25. Thus, Easter can occur anytime between March 22 and April 25.)

April 1
April Fools Day

see Easter
Pentecost or Whit Sunday (Pfingsten – fifty [pentakost - fiftieth] days after Easter, this is only forty-nine days, hence Whit Monday)
Fourth Monday in May
Memorial Day (Unofficially the First Day of Summer)

July 4
Independence Day

First Monday in September
Labor Day (Unofficially the Last Day of Summer)

Second Monday in October
Columbus Day (October 12)

October 31
Halloween (Evening before All Saints [Hallows] Day)

First Tuesday after the First Monday in November every even year
is Election Day

November 11
Veteran’s Day

Fourth Thursday in November
Thanksgiving Day

December 25
Christmas Day

To this list could also be added various State holidays such as West Virginia Day (June 20) and Jefferson Davis’ Birthday (Celebrated in some southern States).

Americans, who work full-time, always get their holidays. If a holiday falls on a workday, then that day is free. If a holiday falls between workdays, then the nearest workday is the free day. For example, for a workweek Tuesday through Saturday, the worker would get Tuesday off for Labor Day. If Christmas were to fall on a Sunday, the same worker would then get Saturday free.

British and Welsh National Bank and Non-bank Holidays:
1 January
New Years Day

see Easter
Palm Sunday (Sunday before Easter)

see Easter
Good Friday

see Easter
Easter Monday

First Monday in May
Early May Bank Holiday

Last Monday in May *
Spring Bank Holiday

Last Monday in August
Summer Bank Holiday

31 October
Halloween (Evening before All Saints [Hallows] Day)

5 November
Guy (Guido) Fawkes Day

25 December
Christmas Day

26 December
Boxing Day

Northern Irish National Bank and Non-bank Holidays:

1 January
New Years Day

March 17
St. Patrick’s Day 


Good Friday


Easter Monday

First Monday in May
Early May Bank Holiday

Last Monday in May *
Spring Bank Holiday

12 July
Battle of the Boyne (Orangemen's Day)

Last Monday in August
Summer Bank Holiday

31 October
Halloween (Evening before All Saints [Hallows] Day)

25 December
Christmas Day

26 December
Boxing Day

Scottish National Bank and Non-bank Holidays:

1 January
New Years Day


Good Friday


Easter Monday

Third Monday in April **
Spring Bank Holiday

First Monday in May 
May Day

Last Third Monday in May *
Victoria Day

Saturday, end of June or start of July
Trades Holiday begins

Third Monday in September
Autumn Bank Holiday

31 October
Halloween (Evening before All Saints [Hallows] Day)

25 December
Christmas Day

26 December
Boxing Day

The UK workers like their public holidays, if the public holiday falls on a weekend the next free workday is the public holiday. This can lead to Boxing Day being taken off on 27 December and Christmas on 28 December.

* In 2002, The fiftieth “golden” anniversary of the queen’s ascension to the throne will be celebrated, Golden Jubilee Bank Holiday (3 June 2002), and the Summer Bank Holiday will be on the first Tuesday in June (4 June 2002).

** When this is the same date as Easter Monday it is celebrated a week earlier.

Canadian National Bank and Non-bank Holidays:

January 1
New Years Day

see Easter
Good Friday (Friday before Easter)

see Easter
Easter Monday (Monday after Easter)

Monday preceding May 25
Victoria Day

July 1
Canada Day (July 2, when July 1 is a Sunday)

First Monday in September
Labour Day

Second Monday in October
Thanksgiving Day 

October 31
Halloween (Evening before All Saints [Hallows] Day)

November 11
Remembrance Day

December 25
Christmas Day

December 26
Boxing Day

Australian National Bank Holidays:

January 1
New Years Day

January 26  
Australia Day Holiday (except Victoria: none)

February 14
Valentines day


Good Friday


Easter Monday

April 25
Anzac Day 

June 11
Queen's Birthday (except Western Australia: October 1) 

December 25
Christmas Day 

Australia’s bank holidays are far less centralized than the other majorly English speaking nations. It has a plethora (a wide ranging amount) of State, Territory, District, Region, City, Town bank holidays, such as several different Labour Days, a Tennant Creek Show Day and a Picnic Day.

German National, Regional Bank and Non-bank Holidays:
January 1
New Years Day

January 6
Epiphany (Heiligen 3 Könige – Baden-Württemberg, Bavaria and Sachsen-Anhalt)

see Easter
End of Fasching, the day before Ash Wednesday

see Easter
Ash Wednesday (Aschermittwoch – the beginning of Lent, the forty days before Easter)
see Easter
Palm Sunday (Palmensonntag – Sunday before Easter)

see Easter
Good Friday (Karfreitag – the Friday before Easter)

March 22 – April 25
Easter (Ostern – the first Sunday after the Paschal Full Moon - the first full moon after the fixed date for the northern hemisphere’s Vernal Equinox [March 21 – fixed in 325 A.D. by Church Astronomers]. This means if March 21 is the Paschal Full Moon and a Saturday, Easter is March 22. If March 20 is a Full Moon, then the next possible Paschal Full Moon is April 18. If this date is a Sunday, Easter is April 25. Thus, Easter can occur anytime between March 22 and April 25.)

see Easter
Easter Monday (Ostermontag)

April 1
April Fools Day

see Easter
Ascension Thursday (Christihimmelfahrt – forty days after Easter)

see Easter
Pentecost or Whit Sunday (Pfingsten – fifty [pentakost - fiftieth] days after Easter, this is only forty-nine days, hence Whit Monday)

see Easter
Whit Monday (Pfingstmontag)

see Easter
Corpus Christi (Fronleichnam – sixty days after Easter)

May 1
Labor Day (Tag der Arbeit)

August 15
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Mariahimmelfahrt – Bavaria and the Saarland)

October 3
Unification Day (Tag der Deutschen Einheit)

October 31
Halloween (Evening before All Saints [Hallows] Day)

October 31
Reformation Day (Reformationstag - Brandenburg, Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, Saxony, Saxon-Anhalt und Thuringia)

November 1
All Saints Day (Allerheiligen – Bavaria, Baden-Württemberg, Northrhine-Westphalia, Rhine-land Palatinate, Thuringia and the Saarland)
November 11
Begin of Fasching

November 13
Repentance Day (Buß- und Betttag)

see Christmas
First Advent (the fourth Sunday before Christmas)

December 6
Saint Nicholas Day
see Christmas
Second Advent (the third Sunday before Christmas)
see Christmas
Third Advent (the second Sunday before Christmas)
see Christmas
Fourth Advent (the Sunday before Christmas)
December 24
Christmas Eve 

December 25
Christmas Day

December 26
Second Christmas Day

December 31
New Years Eve

In Germany public holidays are only free for people working that day. Thus in any given year it is almost impossible to get every holiday free. Although Germans have more public holidays than Americans (13:10), generally Americans get more public holidays (10:9) free each year.

“Vacations and Leaves”  

Vacation

Sick Leave

Maternity Leave

Special Leave – Reserves, Jury Duty

“Blue Laws”  
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