
Pronunciation Counts


No wonder the English language is hard to learn.

Rule of thumb: verbs are stressed on the last syllable, nouns not.


0. To conVERT a CONvert is quite a problem. 


1. We polish the Polish furniture.


2. He could lead if he would get the lead out.


3. A farm can produce produce.


4. The dump was so full it had to refuse refuse.


5. The soldier decided to desert in the desert.


6. The present is a good time to present the present.


7. At the Army base, a bass was painted on the head of a bass drum.


8. The dove dove into the bushes.


9. I did not object to the object.


10. The insurance for the invalid was invalid.


11. The bandage was wound around the wound.


12. There was a row among the oarsmen about how to row.


13. They were too close to the door to close it.


14. The buck does funny things when the does are present.


15. They sent a sewer down to stitch the tear in the canvas sewer line.


16. To help with planting, the farmer taught his sow to sow.


17. The wind was too strong to wind the sail.


18. After a number of Novocain injections, my jaw got number.


19. I shed a tear when I saw the tear in my clothes.


20. I had to subject the subject to a series of tests.


21. How can I intimate this to my most intimate friend?


22. I spent last evening evening out a pile of dirt. 


23. He made a formal bow as he received the bow on the bow of the ship.


24. The only use to use these drugs for is proscribed by law.


25. They will permit me to get the permit.


26. They suspect that the suspect knew they were coming.


27. They protest joining the new protest to protest against the new taxes.

- More -

absent; abstract; accent; addict; address; affect; affix; alloy; ally; annex; assay; attribute; augment; belay; bombard; combat; combine; commune; compact; complex; compost; compound; compress; concert; conduct; confect; confine(s); conflict; conscript; conserve; consist; console; consort; construct; consult; content; contest; contract; contrast; converse; convict; costume; decrease; default; defect; detail; dictate; digest; discard; discharge; discount; discourse; dismount; document; escort; essay; excise; exploit; export; extract; finance; foretaste; foretoken; forward; frequent; gallant; impact; implant; implement; impound; import; impress; imprint; incense; incline; increase; indent; inlay; insert; insult; intercept; interchange; intercross; interdict; interlink; interlock; intern; interplay; interspace; interweave; intrigue; invert; invite; involute; mandate; misprint; offset; ornament; overcount; overlap; overlay; overlook; override; overrun; overturn; perfect; perfume; pervert; prefix; proceed(s);  progress; project; purport; rebel; recall; recap; recess; recoil; record; re-count; redirect; redo; redress; refill; refund; regress; rehash; reject; relapse; relay; remake; repeat; reprint; research; reset; retake; retard; retract; retread; rewrite; segment; survey; torment; transfer; transform; transplant; transect; transport; transpose; undercount; underlay; underline; underscore; update; upgrade; uplift; upset
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