
Sport Idioms


1. The second most common source of sport idioms is:

A) baseball.

B) tennis.

C) boxing.

D) soccer.

2. A homerun is:

A) better than a Grand Slam.

B) a good deal.

C) A and B.

D) a tennis term.

3. To quarterback something means:

________________________________________________________.
4. Hillary Clinton threw her hat in the ring and then threw in the towel, what does that mean?

________________________________________________________.
________________________________________________________.

5. If you are in trouble, but time runs out before you actually are hurt:

A) you beat someone to the punch.

B) you make a slam-dunk.

C) you keep the ball rolling.

D) you are saved by the bell.

6. What is a rain check when you go to the store and an item is already sold out?

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________.

7. What does “win hands down” mean?

________________________________________________________.

8. Which would you rather, “be sidelined” or “have a ringside seat”, why?

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________.

9. What is “batting a thousand”?

________________________________________________________.

10. Baseball is the source of most of English’s sports idioms. 

11. Who is your “cleanup batter”?

________________________________________________________.

12. Is “three strikes, you’re out” good or bad, why?

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________.

13. “Take a dive” means you let the other guy win.

14. What is an equivalent to “step up to the plate”:

A) “Hail Mary”.

B) “take it on the chin”.

C) “get the ball rolling”.

D) none of the above.

15. Why is “top of the order” good? 

________________________________________________________.

16. Would you like to have a “Monday morning quarterback” in your corner, why?

________________________________________________________.

17. What is an “end run”?

________________________________________________________.
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